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Dear Parents:  
 
 Welcome to the wonderful and exciting world of the 
Kindergarten classroom! 
 
 We believe you will find your child more than 
pleased with the many new and challenging experiences 
awaiting him or her each and every day.  
 
 We encourage your support both in and out of the 
classroom setting. The teachers welcome your input and 
suggestions to help enhance the total growth of your 
child.  
 
 We hope the information in this handbook will help 
alleviate your questions and concerns. Further 
information about our school is available on our Internet 
site: www.pantherrun.com. 
 
We look forward to a great year! 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Elaine L. Saef 
Elaine L. Saef 
Principal 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

"The vision/mission of Panther Run Elementary School is to work 
collaboratively with the students, staff, parents, community and business 
partners to provide a positive, stimulating, nurturing, technology-rich 
environment that will enable our students to reach their maximum potential 
in all areas of the curriculum and prepare them to become effective members 
of society in the future. Students, parents, staff and community - "A Carousel 
of Commitment!" Panther Run .... connecting children to the future by 
"Changing the World One Child At A Time", while inspiring a culture of PIF-
WIAMAD: “Paying It Forward!" & "Who I Am Makes A Difference!". 
 

OUR PRIORITIES 
 
1.  Support and follow the Broward County Public Schools’ missions and 

priorities.  
2.  Facilitate learning by providing a progression of skills, which 

incorporate developmental placement, mastery of basic skills, flexibility 
of teaching techniques and materials that provide for all students’ 
learning styles.  

3. Encourage student involvement and participation in all school 
programs. 

4. Maintain a secure environment for everyone’s safety and welfare. 
5. Encourage school involvement from businesses, organizations and 

residents of the community. 
6. Encourage professionalism at all levels and provide training for 

teachers and staff in creative teaching techniques. 
7. Utilize technology to motivate and enhance students’ learning skills and 

incorporate real-life situations into the curriculum. 
 
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GOALS 
 

Student Performance 
Implement reading, writing, math and science strategies to increase student 
achievement and state assessment scores.  
 

Staff Development 
Increase professional skills in all academic areas with emphasis on 
technology. 
 
School Safety & Discipline 
 
School wide safety and discipline plans have been developed and are in 
place for the school year.  
 
Parents and community partners are strongly encouraged to participate 
in our school improvement plans and to attend our PTA/Advisory 
meetings.  The community and parents will be continually updated with 
information throughout the school year through newsletters and evening 
meetings. 
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ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 

  STUDENT INDEPENDENCE POLICY 
 

The safety of our students is always a priority at Panther Run 
Elementary. Therefore after the first week of school we enforce our 
arrival and dismissal policy. 
 

In order to create the safest learning environment for all our Panther 
Run Elementary students, during arrival, parents and guardians are 
asked to drop their children off and let them walk into the building and 
to class by themselves. Staff members are in all areas to supervise 
students and direct them to class. 
 

At dismissal, all parents and guardians need to wait outside the 
building. Your child will be brought to the proper dismissal area (car 
rider, walker/biker, and bus riders) to go home. 
 

Your cooperation with this policy is greatly appreciated. 
 

Parents and guardians are requested to remain outside the building 
during arrival and dismissal of students. 
 
 

    IMPORTANT POINTS 
 

All visitors must sign in at the front office and have a photo  
ID in their possession at all times.  Your cooperation is greatly  
appreciated. 
 

 PLEASE ARRIVE AT SCHOOL BY 7:50 A.M.   
School hours are 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.  Please arrive at school  
ON TIME.  Tardiness upsets the child and disrupts the classroom routine.  

 

 Classes begin at 8:00 a.m.  For those students who walk to school or ride with parents, 
we ask that they arrive at school no earlier than 7:30 a.m.  Adult supervision will 
begin at 7:30 a.m.  If you drop your children off in the morning, please do so in the 
east parking lot located behind the school. Remember do not block the lane of traffic.  
Pull over as close to the curb as possible for your child’s safety or park in the parking 
area and escort your child to the PE entrance door. The Main entrance doors on the 
east side are not unlocked for arrival. All students enter through the PE door during 
arrival. Children are not to be dropped off or picked up on the West Side of the 
school (172nd Avenue). 
 

 Do not leave your child on the school campus prior to 7:30 A.M.  
 (unless they are enrolled in the before care program).  There is  
     no adult supervision prior to this time. 
 

 Leave your child with the understanding that you will be back later to pick 
him/her up. 

 

    DISMISSAL 
 

 Always pick up your child on time at the school’s designated area.  
 Call if you are delayed.  Young children become frightened when they  



 5 

 have to wait. The school telephone number is (754) 323-6850.  
 

 Students leaving school prior to dismissal time MUST be signed out in the 
office.  No child may be taken directly from the classroom or hallways.  Your 
child will be called to the front office for dismissal.  

 

 Children cannot be dismissed from the  front office after 1:30 P.M.     
        Please schedule appointments accordingly. 
 

 Kindergarten car riders, walkers, & bike riders will be dismissed on the 
EAST side of the building.  

 

 Wait for the walkers by the Physical Education Pavilion  
 near the southeast corner of the building. 
 

 Bus riders will board the buses on the WEST side of the building. 
 

     Car Pick-up Guidelines 
 

1.   Remain in your car 
 

2.    Place a large piece of paper with your child’s name, grade and  
 teacher’s name BOLDLY WRITTEN on it in  
 your car’s front window to help speed up traffic. 
 

3.   Do not park curbside. 
 

4.  Stay in the pick-up lane adjacent to the curb. 
 

 5.  Single lane traffic only. 
 

6.  Have your child enter your car from the sidewalk side of the  
 car only.  An adult will help your child enter the car. 
 

Please adhere to all traffic guidelines sent home by the administration.  
The safety of your child is very important to us.  
 
Be a role model for your child-- be courteous to other parents.  
 

Most of all – Be patient. The lines will move much quicker  
        as we get to know you! 

 
 

  
   
 
 
 
 DISMISSAL CHANGES - **VERY  IMPORTANT!! 
 

If there are any changes in the way your child will be going home,  
please notify the office as soon as possible.  If you send a note, please  
include the date(s) of changes, the change, your child’s name, &  teacher.  
 

Unless a note or phone call is received by the school changing your child’s 
dismissal plans, your child will be sent home in the usual way.  
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  LEARNING 
 

During the school year, your child will be learning to interact  
socially and emotionally with peers in a large group environment  
by:  
 

•  Working independently & with others  
•  Sharing & taking turns 
•  Exploring  
•  Expressing thoughts & ideas 
•  Caring for self & belongings 
•  Developing self-confidence & independence 
•  Listening & following directions 
•  Obeying rules  
•  Developing awareness 
 

Working together, we can make school a positive experience  
for your child. We are ready and can’t wait to get started! 
 
   BE AN INFORMED PARENT  
 

 Learn the names of teachers, counselors, principal, assistant 
principal and other support staff members.  

 

 Learn school rules about dress, discipline, attendance, etc.  
 

 
 HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE FIRST WEEK 
 

 Awaken early enough to avoid rushing - and remember –  
 your child needs plenty of sleep. Ten to twelve hours  
 of sleep is recommended for children of this age.  
 

 Provide a good breakfast.  
 

 When accompanying your child to school, SAY “GOODBYE” CHEERFULLY 
at the school door. Some children will cling and cry,  

 but school personnel will be available to assist you.  
 

 Tag your child on how they will go home. 
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GOOD  DAILY HABITS 
 

These are some habits that will help your child at school:  
 

 Putting away toys at clean up time. 
 Listening to others, NOT interrupting and following directions.  
 Doing simple, but regular, household tasks such as emptying  

wastebaskets, setting the table, feeding your pet and sorting  
laundry.  

 Using the restroom properly without assistance.  
 Eating balanced meals.  
 Having a regular bedtime.  
 Getting to school on time.  
 Completing and returning tasks sent home. 
 

 IMPORTANT RULES TO REMEMBER 
 

 Always arrange a conference in advance with your child’s  
 teacher.   Please remember that it is not a good time to discuss  
 your child’s progress when you drop off or pick up your child.   

This interferes with proper supervision of the other children.  
Two conferences each year are required. 

 

 Please call the school office at (754) 323-6850 before 8:30 A.M. if your  
 child is going to be absent from school.  Notify the teacher if your child  
 will be out of school for an extended period of time. 
 

 Try to teach your child basic safety rules before the first day of school  
such as: walking to school, crossing at the proper corners, respecting  
safety patrols, and avoiding strangers.  

 

 PLEASE keep your child home when he/she shows symptoms of any  
 illness such as fever, nasal discharge, coughing, diarrhea, vomiting  
 or a rash. 
 

 You will be contacted if your child becomes ill and is sent to the  
 clinic.  Please obtain one or two emergency numbers of other  
 responsible adults in the event we cannot reach you. Please notify the  
 office and teacher if there is a change in any of the emergency numbers. 
 

 If your child brings personal clothing or other articles to school,  
 PLEASE LABEL THEM.          
 

 Avoid prolonged good-byes since this can be emotionally upsetting  
 to your child.  
 

 If buying lunch, provide your child with the necessary amount of money  
 in a sealed envelope or zip lock baggie with your child’s name, your  
 child’s cafeteria # and the amount written on the outside. When  
 bringing lunch, please label your child’s lunch container.  If your child  
 will be purchasing lunch for the week, please send the entire amount  
 in on Monday morning or the first day of the school week. 
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 Lunches can be paid for daily, weekly, monthly. We strongly suggest  
 putting money into their lunch account. Cash or Money Order is  
 preferred.  
 

 Your child will bring home duplicated materials from school in  
 his/her folder.  Check the folder each night for these important  
 papers and return the folder to school the next day. Thank your  
 child for being a good messenger.  
 

 Students are not to be dropped off at school prior to 7:30 a.m. unless  
 they are registered in the Sunshine Child Care Before School Care      
 Program. There is NO adult supervision before 7:30 a.m.  

 

 Panther Run Elementary will not be responsible for any student who is 
dropped off before 7:30 a.m. 

 

 INDEPENDENCE POLICY: Our Innovation Zone schools have a  
common policy. Parents are encouraged to allow students to walk to  
class by themselves in the morning. This builds independence and  
responsibility. It also increases our security with fewer visitors on campus. 

 

 Car Riders are to be dropped off on the East side of the school only. 
 

          DRESS CODE 
 
Panther Run Elementary has a Mandatory School Unified Dress Code. All 
students attending Panther Run must adhere to this unified dress policy. 
Uniforms can be purchased through the school-approved dealer or at a local 
department store. The unified dress code consists of navy blue or khaki colored 
pants, skirts or shorts. Girls may choose to wear skorts or jumpers in these same 
colors. Polo shirts in hunter green, light yellow, navy or white will be worn. The 
Panther Run PTA school tee shirt can also be worn. Cargo pants are NOT 
permitted. Students are permitted to wear jeans that fit and are not torn. More 
information on the school unified dress code is available in the school office.   
 
Parents can apply for a waiver to the school uniform policy within the first 10 
days their child is enrolled at Panther Run, or within the first 10 days of the 
beginning of every school year. Waivers are available in the front office. 
 
Rubber Band Bracelets: We have had several requests from teachers to make a 
school rule regarding rubber band bracelets. Many teachers feel the bracelets are 
disrupting class and becoming a distraction. Therefore, we have a school rule - 
limiting children to only one rubber band bracelet per day. 
 
NOT ALLOWED - Backless shoes for students in grades K-5.  Though not 
required, the District strongly suggests that, for safety reasons, parents of 
elementary students purchase closed-in shoes, such as sneakers.  
 
ALLOWED - Unhemmed clothing for students in grades K-12. 
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NOT ALLOWED - Suggestive, revealing or indecent clothing IS NOT permitted.  
This includes, but is not limited to, clothing that exposes private body parts 
and/or displays pictures or words that have a sexual connotation for students in 
grades K-12.  
 
NOT ALLOWED - Belts, bracelets, wallet chains, collars with spikes, or heavy 
link chains that may cause injury for students in K-12. 
 
 

 Sneakers are recommended for school. If your child has mastered the  
 art of tying laces, we are delighted.  However, for those children who  
 still have difficulty with laces, we recommend shoes with “velcro”  

closures.   
 

 Distracting clothing, hair accessories and jewelry are not  
 appropriate for school.   
 

 Clothing should be easily removed for bathroom needs. 
 

It’s a good idea to keep an extra sweater at school. 
                 IMPORTANT 
 

Please print your child’s full name on each article  
of outer clothing and other items that are sent into school,  
using name tapes or permanent markers. 
 

       CAFETERIA 
 

 The school has a breakfast and lunch program.   
 

 Lunches are currently $1.75 per day; breakfasts are $1.00 per day. 
 

 Free and Reduced Lunch Forms will be issued the first day of school.   
 

 Students may purchase a school lunch or bring  one from home.  
 If your child brings a lunch from home, please label the bag or lunch box.  
 

 1% white, strawberry or chocolate milk may be purchased for $.40. 
 

 Water pouches may be purchased daily for $.40. 
 

 Ice cream is sold on WEDNESDAY for $.60.   
 

 A weekly menu is sent home at the end of each week.  Please use  
 the menu to assist your child in his/her selection.  Children who  
 eat breakfast at school should be in the cafeteria by 7:45 a.m.  
 

 We strongly discourage parents from bringing fast food  
 (McDonald’s, Burger King, etc.) to their child for lunch.   
 This practice is very disruptive to the cafeteria setting. 
 Carbonated beverages are not permitted in the cafeteria for lunch. 
 
 
 
 



 10 

  DAILY SCHOOL SCHEDULES 
 

6:30 - 7:30 a.m.   Sunshine Before School Care Program 
7:30 a.m.   Breakfast Program Begins 
7:50 a.m.   First Bell Rings - Students Enter Classrooms 
8:00 a.m.   Classes Begin  
2:00 p.m.   Classes End  
2:00 - 6:00 p.m.  Sunshine After School Care Program 
 

MEDICINE 
 

**VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION  ** 
 

Medicine CANNOT be administered to any student  
without written permission from your doctor.  A SPECIAL FORM IS  
REQUIRED which can be obtained in the school office.  
 

Prescription medications that have been cleared with the  
correct forms must be accurately labeled with the correct dosage  
and stored in the original container.  NO BAGGIES or ENVELOPES!  
 

   

Items such as over the counter cough medicines, cough drops,  
aspirin,  chap stick, throat lozenges, etc. ARE NOT allowed  
at school at any time without the required form also.  

                                 
 
                   EARLY RELEASE DAYS 
 

The School Board of Broward County and the Broward Teacher’s 
Union have agreed that 6 school days will be used for teacher 
record keeping and professional development.  All students will 
be dismissed at 12:00 noon on Early Release Days. 
 

On Early Release Days, the After School Care Program runs from 
12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.  Students who ride buses will be picked up 
at 12:00 noon and taken to their regular bus stops.  If your child 
goes to a private day care, please check with them to be sure they 
provide extended care on Early Release Days and pick up at our 
school at 12:00 noon. 
 

SCHOOL PARTIES & CELEBRATIONS 
 

Birthday celebrations and holiday activities are permitted  
in Kindergarten.  Contact the classroom teacher and refer  
to the school’s handbook for the guidelines BEFORE organizing  
such an activity.  
 

REMINDER: Only store bought (in original containers) cupcakes,  
cookies, or brownies may be served at lunchtime (NO cakes that have  
to be cut and served).  No party favors, balloons, candies,  
drinks or picture taking are allowed.   
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                                             PTA 
 

All families are encouraged to join and participate in our Parent 
Teacher Association this year.  Our PTA is very active and  
sponsors several exciting activities throughout the school year.  
Membership forms will be sent home after the get acquainted breakfast.   
 
  SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  (SAC)  &  
        SCHOOL ADVISORY FORUM (SAF) 
 

These committees will meet the third Wednesday of each month at  
6:15 & 7:15 p.m. respectively.  The committees serve in advisory  
capacities.  They are charged with the responsibility of making recommendations 
for school improvement. 
 
  STUDENT EMERGENCY CONTACT  
               INFORMATION FORMS 
 

The first day folder contains an information packet for you to complete.   
Having this information returned promptly and correctly is very important.   
A record of this information is kept in the school office in case you need to be 
contacted.  Please make sure all telephone numbers are accurate and clearly 
written.  Please notify the school if you change addresses or telephone  
numbers during the year.  It is very important that our records are kept up-to-
date.  
 
   BACK PACKS/BOOK BAGS 
 

Due to safety hazards, students will not be permitted to use backpacks with 
wheels on campus.  Students will be expected to carry all Backpacks/Book Bags 
in the hallways and up and down the stairwells.  We have had several accidents 
involving rolling Backpacks/Book Bags. 
   

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Students are expected to: 
 

* Follow the Broward County Schools Code of Conduct and all other rules, 
policies and regulations. 

 

* Model the Kids of Character, Character Education Traits:  
 Responsibility Citizenship Kindness 
 Respect Honesty  Self-Control  
 Tolerance Cooperation 
 

* Attend class daily, be on time, and come to class prepared to learn and work 
hard. 

 

* Respect all individuals and property.  
 

*  Refrain from profane language or gestures. 
 

* Listen, follow directions and show respect to all staff members.  
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* Conduct themselves in a safe, responsible manner and in accordance with the 
rules in this handbook. 

 

* Come to school well groomed, clean and appropriately dressed.  
 

* Be responsible for their own work.  
 

* Deliver letters, memos, announcements and messages that are addressed to 
their parents. 

 

* Do their daily homework and turn it in to their teachers on the due date.  
 

* Cooperate to provide a safe and friendly atmosphere.  
 

* Exhibit good manners at all times.  
 

* Exhibit good sportsmanship when participating in sports, games and athletics.  
 

* Greet others pleasantly (Good Morning, Good Afternoon, etc.) 
 

* Say “Please”, “Thank You”, “Excuse Me” and “I’m Sorry” in given situations. 
 

* Open doors for others.  
 

* Speak in low voices and use courteous language. 
 

* Walk at all times -- no running.  
 

* Listen and not interrupt.   
 

* Treat others with respect and courtesy. Help each other. 
 

*  Sit properly at the cafeteria table, eat with their forks and spoons, and refrain 
from playing with food, straws and utensils. 

 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS 
 
WE NEED YOU!  Panther Run has an extremely active volunteer  
program.  Teachers welcome your help in  the classroom as well  
as chaperoning on field trips.  There are also jobs you can  
do at home to help the teacher.   
 
If you are interested in becoming a school volunteer, please call 
the school office and ask for the school volunteer coordinator.  
Your interest and involvement is always appreciated.  
 
Special Note: The Broward County School Board  
requires that all volunteers have an approved  
NEW Volunteer Application form on file EACH year  
before you can participate.   
 
All volunteers must complete the Volunteer Registration Form 
and be approved to work as a school volunteer before 
participating in any school activities.  This procedure applies to 
any and all classroom volunteer work and to field trip 
chaperones.  There are no exceptions to this requirement.   
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Younger/older siblings may not accompany a parent volunteer in the 
classroom or to any other school activities during school hours.      
 
In order to foster independence in our students, our volunteer 
policy is that parents may volunteer in any classroom other 
than the one in which their own children are enrolled. 
Exceptions to this rule are made for field trips, field days and 
class parties. Parents may participate in their own child’s 
classroom for these activities. 

 
  6 Ways to Encourage Student Success 

 

1. Be a good role model. Students learn 
as much from how you act as they do 
from what you say. 

 

2. Treat children with respect, and they 
will take your words and example to 
heart. 

 

3. Celebrate every child’s success and 
sincere efforts. Be generous with 
your words of praise. 

 

4. Have patience. Accept that children 
make mistakes, are inconsistent and 
act thoughtlessly – this is part of 
being a child. 

 

5. Share your enthusiasm for the value 
of education and the fun of learning.   

 

6. Set high but realistic expectations 
for students’ work and behavior. 
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PANTHER RUN ELEMENTARY  
PTA SUGGESTED  

SUPPLY LIST   

 
30- large Chubby glue sticks 
1 - 5” Fiskar scissors, blunt tip 
2- Packages of wide-ruled paper 
4 - Boxes tissues, cube style 
2 - Boxes unscented baby wipes 
2 - Black marbleized composition books 
1–Package classic colors thick, washable markers 
1 - Thick highlighter marker 
3 - Boxes 16 count crayons 
4 - Duo-tang folders 
2 – Spiral notebooks 
2 - Heavy duty LARGE cloth crayon bag, (No Boxes!) 
1 – Pair ($ Store) Headphones to use w/ laptops  

 


